
Investment Solutions 
for Trustees





About Brooks Macdonald

We seek to build trusting relationships 
founded on the professionalism of our 
people, who are selected for their ability 
to relate to clients, analytical skills, 
outlook and drive. Our employees 
have allowed us to instil a culture that 
supports consistency and quality in 
every aspect of our business.

We partner with trustees and 
intermediaries to complement their 
services and benefit our mutual clients. 

From our Channel Islands base, we 
work with clients around the world. 

At Brooks Macdonald, our aim is to preserve 
and enhance our clients’ wealth through the 
provision of our investment solutions.
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Our investment process
Our investment process allows us to create diversified 
investment portfolios with varying risk profiles. It 
also ensures that the principles of our investment 
philosophy are reflected in all client portfolios. 

The process combines strategic and tactical 
approaches to asset allocation (a ‘top-down’ approach) 
with vigorous individual security selection (a ‘bottom-
up’ approach). It is designed to simultaneously 
determine which areas of the market to invest in and 
which individual investments to make within these 
areas. The range of investments include exchange-
traded funds, unit trusts, open-ended investment 
companies, investment trusts and cash. 

The process also incorporates a number of controls 
that are designed to provide an additional layer of 
risk management. For example, they help to ensure 
that client portfolios are adequately diversified. We 
have developed a risk management and portfolio 
monitoring system that tests portfolio compliance 
with our investment guidelines such as buy list,  
asset allocation, holding size and asset approval.

Our investment  
philosophy 
Our investment philosophy is founded on three key 
principles:

Active investment management 

Our investment process combines strategic and 
tactical approaches to asset allocation with vigorous 
individual security selection. It is designed to identify 
the best investments and has been proven to add 
value for our clients.

Effective risk management

Risk management is central to our investment 
philosophy. We seek to produce strong ‘risk-adjusted’ 
returns; this means that we do not only seek to 
generate profits, but simultaneously endeavour to 
limit the potential for losses.

Maintain portfolio focus

To enable us to implement suitable and effective 
investment strategies for our clients, we grant our 
individual investment managers a level of discretion 
in managing client portfolios to their individual 
mandates. This discretion is limited within defined 
boundaries established by our investment and asset 
allocation committees to ensure that the influence of 
our centralised investment process is maintained. 
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Portfolio construction and 
management

Our aim is to protect and enhance the 
wealth of our clients. Our prudent, 
risk-based approach to investment 
management seeks to do this by 
generating consistent, risk-adjusted 
returns over the long term. 

We apply this central investment 
philosophy and approach to individual 
portfolios. We build bespoke 
investment portfolios, aligned to central 
strategies, using a diversified blend of 
assets and investment vehicles in order 
to meet the level of risk required. All of 
our investment managers, including 
your dedicated investment manager 
and team, are involved in the research 
of these asset classes. 

Personalised service

From the outset, a dedicated investment 
manager and their team will work with 
you to build a strategy which suits your 
individual needs. Our open approach 
to communication ensures that your 
investments continue to remain suitable 
to your requirements. 

We are able to support trustees across 
multiple jurisdictions, and have 
dedicated regional teams to support 
your local needs. 

Transparency 

We are committed to fee and 
performance transparency. We 
contribute to external consultant 
indices and were founding contributors 
to leading trust practitioner peer  
group indices, which allow our  
clients to review performance of 
discretionary investment providers 
against their peers.  

Training and education 

We offer investment training 
programmes which are designed to give 
staff of all levels a strong understanding 
of the principles of investment 
management, and to help keep you 
abreast of industry best practice. We 
can tailor these programmes to suit 
your company. 

We also issue regular investment 
reviews and outlooks to help you keep 
on top of market movements and 
correspond with clients.

Investment monitoring and 
reporting 

You will be able to contact your 
investment manager any time,  
should you have any questions  
or wish to discuss any changes to  
your requirements.  

To help you stay on top of the status 
of your investment portfolios, you 
will receive comprehensive, clear 
reporting. We send quarterly valuation 
packs detailing portfolio holdings, 
performance and transactions. They 
also include an income and capital 
statement, as well as  a market review 
and a market outlook from our chief 
investment officer. 

In addition to this, you can access a 
full look-through to your underlying 
portfolio online, 24 hours a day.  

Partnering with you    

We understand your obligations as a trustee. Our longstanding experience of 
working with trust companies has enabled us to develop a full service proposition 
which aims to support you, your staff and meet the obligations of your clients.  
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Investment  
solutions 
Our investment management services 
are primarily offered on a discretionary 
basis, allowing you to step away from 
the day-to-day management of client 
portfolios. This also allows us to react 
quickly to market movements within 
the bounds of our agreed mandates. 

We work closely with you to create  
an investment solution  
which meets the needs of your  
clients. We build multi-asset and  
single-strategy solutions designed  
to match individual risk profiles, 
income or growth requirements  
as well as investment timeframes.

Our investment approach allows us  
to invest in a wide range of investment 
vehicles and asset class structures  
in order to build a strategy to meet 
these objectives. Your dedicated 
investment manager and team will 
work closely with you and your clients 
to define a strategy best suited to their 
desired outcomes.

Additional  
services 
While trustees usually opt for our 
discretionary service, our investment 
expertise extends beyond this. 

As well as our bespoke and model 
segregated services, we also offer pooled 
multi-asset or single-strategy investment 
solutions, which follow our centralised 
investment process but through a 
collective investment scheme.

We also offer a sophisticated dealing 
and custody service for clients who 
wish to retain responsibility for their 
investment decisions. 
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Testimonials 

“From our experience, wealth management is not 
only about selecting investments and making sure 
the asset allocation is consistent with time horizons 
and client needs; it is about truly understanding 
what an individual client’s requirements are. Brooks 
Macdonald monitor our portfolios to make sure the 
appropriate solution is achieved and stays intact. 
Our key contacts are supported by a team of highly 
skilled and motivated staff. Our overriding reasons 
for using Brooks Macdonald are that they are 
always available to travel to meet and discuss viable 
solutions with not only our settlor/beneficiaries but 
also ourselves, the trustee; they are consistent in 
both investment performance and after-sales care; 
they are commercial; and they have the necessary 
resource to offer the investment solutions we require.”

Director, international trust company

“Part of our service offering is to act as a professional 
independent private client trustee and we select 
discretionary investment managers in the Channel 
Islands regularly. Brooks Macdonald has always 
provided an exemplary service and strong 
investment performance versus their peers. They are 
a relatively large independent firm with a boutique 
approach which we believe sets them apart.” 

Head of Business Development,  
trust and fiduciary company
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Brooks Macdonald make finding suitable client 
solutions very easy. They have a range of 
services available in a variety of jurisdictions. 
They have good sales and support teams 
who travel to meet IFAs regularly where they 
cannot offer support on the ground.”

Investment  Director, international wealth group 

“Brooks Macdonald are very client-focused and 
responsive to the needs and wishes of their clients. 
Their investment strategy is flexible enough to 
accommodate different client scenarios and 
their reporting is timely, clear and concise. They 
are also willing to “go the extra mile” to meet 
their clients, which is greatly appreciated.”

Group Director, international trust company
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Contact us
If you require further details,  
or wish to discuss our services 
in more detail, please do not 
hesitate to contact us by telephone, 
email or via our website. 

Jersey
 Brooks Macdonald
 5 Anley Street
 St. Helier
 Jersey
JE2 3QE
T: +44 (0)1534 715 551
E: jersey@brooksmacdonald.com

Guernsey
Brooks Macdonald 
1st Floor Royal Chambers 
St Julian’s Avenue 
St. Peter Port 
Guernsey 
GY1 2HH
T: +44 (0)1481 815 555 
E: guernsey@brooksmacdonald.com

www.brooksmacdonald.com 
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Important information

Prices and income will fluctuate and you may not get back your original investment. Past performance is not a 
reliable indicator of future results. Changes in rates of exchange may have an adverse effect on the value of an 
investment. Changes in interest rates may impact the value of fixed interest investments held, and the value 
of your investment may be impacted if the issuers of underlying fixed interest holdings default, or market 
perception of their credit risk changes. There are additional risks associated with investments in emerging or 
developing markets. Tax treatment depends on your individual circumstances and may be subject to change 
in the future. Please note we are unable to give financial advice and suggest you speak to a professional adviser 
who is authorised to give financial advice before investing in the portfolios discussed in this brochure. 

Brooks Macdonald is a trading name of Brooks Macdonald Group plc used by 

various companies in the Brooks Macdonald group of companies.

Brooks Macdonald Asset Management (International) Limited is licensed and regulated by the Guernsey 
Financial Services Commission. Its Jersey Branch is licensed and regulated by the Jersey Financial 
Services Commission. Brooks Macdonald Asset Management (International) Limited is an authorised 
Financial Services Provider, regulated by the South African Financial Sector Conduct Authority. Registered 
in Guernsey No 47575. Registered office: First Floor, Royal Chambers, St. Julian’s Avenue, St. Peter Port, 
Guernsey, GY1 2HH. Principal place of business in Jersey: 5 Anley Street, St Helier, Jersey, JE2 3QE.

More information about the Brooks Macdonald Group can be found at www.brooksmacdonald.com.
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